32.   THE WAT TO SAVE THE COW

The visit of Maulanas Mahomed Ali and Azad Sobhani and
myself to Bihar was undertaken in order to check the growth of
misunderstanding on the cow question. We delivered many
speeches at many places. The substance of one speech of mine I
am able to give to the reader by the courtesy of a friend who took
down the notes.

At  the   commencement of his  speech   Mr. Gandhi  referred  to the
touching of the feet which had become embarrassing, and said :

People do these things in a spirit of hero-worship, and in Bihar
particularly there is an abundance of that spirit.   People -even
talk of an avatar. As a Hindu, I believe of course, in avatars.  I
believe, that in the pursuit of his plan, God sends His special mes-
sengers on earth, upon whom the effulgence or the glory of God
specially shines, and who in our Shastras are known as avatars.
But that is not the case here. In my view, the condition of India
is such, that there can be no coming of an avatar at this time. We
must^ first purify ourselves and the country by hard, strenuous work
on right lines, before we can even think of an avatar.   And in
India, what we want now is not hero-worship, but service. We
want more and more servants for the country.  The swaraj that we
want does not mean, that on the destruction of the present raj,
somebody else's will be established, whether he be a Gandhi, or to
take the names of my brothers, a Maulana Shaukat  Ali,  or a
Maulana Mahomed Ali, We know, that whatever may have been
the case in past days, India is so wide awake now that there can
no longer be any repetition of these things. We do not want that
there will be one man to rale and everyone else to be his slave. We
have had enough of slavery.   What we  want is to inspire the
people with our own faith, and a Eving desire to serve the coun-
try. We want that every Indian be transformed into a Gandhi, a
Maulana Shaukat Ali and a Maulana Mahomed Ali; and then
the swaraj of our dream will be realized in its entirety.   My sub-
mission to you, therefore, is, that you do not put obstruction in
the way of the easy prosecution of our work by the touching of feet
or unnecessary shoutings and jayajayakars1.  It is unthinkable, that
a whole crowd of people can touch me.   But when those who are

1 Shouts of victory